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ABSTRACT

This study explores the prospects of halal tourism in Banyuwangi, focusing on the integration of
natural and cultural potentials as the foundation for developing Sharia compliant tourism
destinations. The core issue addressed in this research is the suboptimal utilization of local
values to support a sustainable halal tourism ecosystem, despite Banyuwangi’s abundant natural
and cultural resources. The aim of this study is to identify and analyze the development
opportunities for halal tourism in Banyuwangi through local wisdom. This qualitative research
employs a case study approach, involving in-depth interviews with academics, tourism industry
stakeholders, and tourists, alongside field observations and documentation. Data were analyzed
using the Miles and Huberman model with validity ensured through credibility, transferability,
dependability, and confirmability. Findings indicate that although Banyuwangi is not yet
formally designated as a halal tourism destination, halal tourism practices have organically
developed through the religious values of the Osing community and their environmental
preservation efforts. These findings highlight the importance of culturally rooted approaches in
developing halal tourism models, offering a framework that can be adapted by other regions
with similar socio-cultural and ecological characteristics.
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Introduction

Banyuwangi, located on the eastern tip of Java Island, is endowed with rich natural
landscapes and vibrant local culture, making it a promising destination for halal tourism
development. Attractions such as PulauMerah Beach, Kawahljen, and cultural expressions like
Seblang and Gandrung serve as distinct draws for Muslim travelers seeking tourism experiences
aligned with Islamic values. In recent years, halal tourism has seen a significant global rise,
driven by increased awareness among Muslim tourists about the importance of engaging in
leisure activities that uphold religious principles (Pratama et al., 2023). Banyuwangi has great
potential to adopt and expand on this concept, supported by progressive regional government
policies committed to community-based and value-driven tourism development. The urgency to
investigate the prospects of halal tourism in Banyuwangi continues to grow, particularly in
response to the national agenda of diversifying halal tourism destinations (Churiyah et al., 2021).

Previous research has extensively addressed the development of halal tourism in regions
such as West Sumatra and West Nusa Tenggara, emphasizing the synergy between local Islamic
culture and the availability of halal-certified infrastructure (Pratama et al., 2019). However,
scholarly work specifically highlighting the potential of areas like Banyuwangi remains scarce.
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Despite having religious cultural values and a diverse natural environment conducive to halal
tourism, the region has not yet received substantial academic attention. This gap indicates the
need for further exploration of the contextual relationship between Banyuwangi’s local potential
and its strategic development into a halal tourism destination (Zaenuri et al., 2021). Accordingly,
this study aims to fill that void by offering a localized and evidence-based perspective on halal
tourism opportunities in Banyuwangi.

The primary objective of this research is to identify and analyze the prospects for
developing halal tourism in Banyuwangi, particularly through the integration of its natural and
cultural assets. The study employs field data collection methods, including interviews with
academics, industry practitioners, and tourists, as well as direct observations of existing halal-
related tourism practices in the area. Additionally, various forms of documentation—ranging
from policy records to cultural artifacts—are examined to understand how local traditions and
environmental stewardship align with halal tourism values. The goal is not merely to map
potentials but also to uncover strategic pathways for positioning Banyuwangi as a leading halal
tourism destination in Indonesia (Hidayat, 2023).

The urgency of this research lies in the need to strengthen tourism practices that
transcend commercial objectives and incorporate religious, cultural, and ecological values. In the
context of Banyuwangi, the convergence of cultural heritage and Islamic principles presents a
strategic opportunity to respond to the growing global demand for halal tourism. The local
government's emphasis on preserving nature and culture makes Banyuwangi highly relevant as a
model for halal tourism grounded in local wisdom. Moreover, this study supports broader efforts
to expand the network of halal destinations beyond traditionally recognized regions, by
showcasing the viability of emerging locales with distinct character and potential (Sholehuddin
etal., 2021).

Literature Review

Halal tourism refers to a form of travel service and experience designed to fulfill the
needs of Muslim tourists in accordance with Sharia principles. This concept encompasses the
provision of halal-certified food, Islamic-compliant accommodations, accessible worship
facilities, and the exclusion of activities that contradict Islamic values, such as alcohol
consumption or inappropriate entertainment (Madnasir&Cahyani, 2024). On a global scale, halal
tourism is rapidly growing as Muslim travelers seek experiences that do not compromise their
faith (Rahmon&Tursina, 2020). In Indonesia—the world’s most populous Muslim-majority
country—halal tourism has been embraced as a national strategy to support inclusive tourism
growth and add value through religio-cultural tourism offerings (Churiyah et al., 2021).

The implementation of halal tourism in Indonesia is reflected through several service
categories, including alcohol-free destinations, halal-certified restaurants and hotels, and gender-
separated facilities for certain activities. Additionally, the availability of easily accessible prayer
spaces is a key element of compliance with halal standards (Nasution et al., 2020). Other
manifestations include destination management practices, such as training for tourism staff on
Islamic values and certification by recognized authorities like the Indonesian Ulema Council
(MUI) (Purwandani& Yusuf, 2021). Promotional strategies and branding as “Muslim-friendly”
or halal destinations are also central to shaping the public image and market appeal of such
offerings (Firdausi et al., 2017).
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Banyuwangi is a regency located at the easternmost part of Java Island, known for its rich
cultural heritage and diverse natural landscapes. Strategically positioned as a gateway between
Java and Bali, Banyuwangi has become a key area for tourism-driven economic growth. Its
uniqueness lies in the fusion of Osing, Javanese, Madurese, and Balinese cultures, which coexist
harmoniously and are reflected through various forms of traditional arts, rituals, and culinary
expressions (Sholehuddin et al., 2021). Banyuwangi is also nationally recognized for its
innovation in sustainable tourism development, effectively blending local wisdom with
environmentally conscious practices (Fitrianto, 2019).The tourism potential of Banyuwangi can
be categorized into several main clusters: ecotourism, cultural tourism, and adventure tourism.
These are manifested through events such as GandrungSewu Festival, SeblangOlehsari, and the
Banyuwangi Ethno Carnival, all of which highlight local cultural wisdom as a central attraction.
In terms of natural destinations, Kawahljen, Alas Purwo National Park, and PulauMerah Beach
are magnets for both domestic and international tourists (Minardi et al., 2021). The local
government actively promotes Banyuwangi through digital tourism strategies and community-
based management models that align with halal tourism trends (Pasarela et al., 2022).

Natural and cultural potentials refer to all physical and non-physical resources rooted in
geographic and socio-cultural contexts. Natural potentials include landscapes such as mountains,
forests, beaches, and marine ecosystems, while cultural potentials encompass value systems,
traditions, language, and artistic expressions that define a region’s identity (Nurjaya et al., 2020).
When developed synergistically, these elements not only create authentic and sustainable tourism
experiences but also enhance visitor engagement and satisfaction (Aprinawati et al.,
2021).Banyuwangi’s natural and cultural potentials are expressed through tourism programs that
combine environmental exploration with cultural immersion. Examples include educational
tourism in desaadat, traditional Gandrung dance performances, and local culinary experiences,
along with conservation-based tours to Baluran National Park and ljen Crater. These
manifestations illustrate that local assets are not merely aesthetic attractions, but serve as
educational and spiritual platforms within halal tourism frameworks (Meirezaldi, 2020). The
fusion of these elements creates a unique travel offering that aligns with the values of Muslim
travelers seeking ethical and meaningful experiences.

Methods

This research centers on the phenomenon of emerging halal tourism practices in
Banyuwangi, East Java. The phenomenon has gained prominence as tourism stakeholders and
local communities respond to growing demand for religiously appropriate travel experiences
among Muslim tourists. Although Banyuwangi is widely recognized for its natural beauty—such
as Kawahljen and Alas Purwo National Park—as well as cultural richness through traditions like
Gandrung and Seblang, systematic efforts to incorporate these assets into a halal tourism
framework remain limited and under-researched. Thus, this study investigates the case of how
Islamic values can be integrated into Banyuwangi’s local tourism model to explore its prospects
as a halal destination (Mindarti&Lazuardi, 2019).

This study employs a qualitative case study approach to enable a deep investigation into
the dynamics of halal tourism development within the local context of Banyuwangi. Primary data
were gathered through in-depth interviews with key informants involved in the tourism sector,
including academics, practitioners, and tourists, all of whom had direct experience or insight into
the subject. Secondary data were drawn from relevant academic literature, regional tourism
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policies, and cultural documentation, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of the topic in
alignment with the study’s keywords. This multimethod data collection approach supports a
holistic portrayal of the research case (Djaha et al., 2021).

The research involved three primary categories of participants: academics, tourism
industry actors, and tourists. Academics contributed theoretical and contextual insights into halal
tourism development and cultural integration. Industry representatives including destination
managers, tour operators, and hospitality entrepreneurs provided practical perspectives based on
their direct involvement in the sector. Meanwhile, tourists shared feedback on their expectations
and experiences related to Muslim-friendly tourism in Banyuwangi. Informants were selected
purposively based on their relevance, knowledge, and active roles in the phenomena being
studied (Febriana et al., 2023).

The data collection process relied on three primary techniques: in-depth interviews, direct
observation, and document analysis. Semi-structured interviews allowed for flexibility in
exploring specific issues while maintaining alignment with research objectives. Observations
were conducted at various tourism sites deemed to have potential for halal tourism development,
such as PulauMerah, Kawahljen, and KemirenOsing Village. Documentation included
photographs, videos, promotional materials, and regional policy documents relevant to cultural
and environmental aspects. The triangulation of these methods enhanced the validity and
reliability of the collected data (Rianty et al., 2022).

Data were analyzed using the Miles and Huberman model, which includes data reduction,
data display, and conclusion drawing and verification. The reduction phase involved selecting
and summarizing relevant information from interviews, observations, and documents. These data
were then organized into narrative descriptions and thematic matrices to highlight patterns. Final
conclusions were drawn iteratively and supported by ongoing validation. To ensure data
trustworthiness, the study applied four criteria: credibility, transferability, dependability, and
confirmability. The case study design allowed for interpretative depth and theory-building based
on real-world insights (Lidiporu&Sumarni, 2022).

Findings

Based on the findings from interviews, observations, and documentation, halal tourism in
Banyuwangi has begun to emerge through the incorporation of Islamic values into tourism
services. Some business operators have introduced facilities such as halal-certified food, prayer
rooms at tourist sites, and gender-segregated zones for specific activities. Field observations
revealed that many tourism managers understand the basic principles of halal tourism, though
full compliance with halal standards remains inconsistent. Documentation, including visual
materials and official publications, showed the use of religious symbols in promotional content
such as halal logos, images of worship activities, and Islamic-themed narratives which are
becoming essential elements in branding efforts. The local emphasis on environmental
sustainability and cultural preservation further strengthens Banyuwangi’s potential to develop
community-based halal tourism.

The data further indicate that halal tourism in Banyuwangi is not only centered around
tourism services, but also reflects the local government’s efforts to construct a religious and
culturally driven destination image. Policies have been introduced, such as training programs for
halal tourism guides and support for Sharia-compliant MSMEs. The government is also
encouraging halal certification for culinary and accommodation businesses, though
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implementation remains gradual. Interviews with industry practitioners highlighted a growing
awareness of halal tourism, albeit coupled with the need for more robust regulations and
incentives.

The alignment between the data and the central issue of this study shows that, while the
potential for halal tourism in Banyuwangi is recognized, implementation faces notable
constraints. A gap persists between stakeholders' awareness and actual execution on the ground.
Interviews and observations reflected enthusiasm among community members and tourism
operators, but challenges related to infrastructure and public understanding of halal tourism
principles remain unresolved. These findings affirm the importance of exploring strategic
solutions for developing halal tourism rooted in local potential. As the core research site,
Banyuwangi displays distinctive characteristics that reinforce its position within Indonesia’s
tourism landscape. Findings from interviews, observations, and documentation reveal a
convergence of rich natural resources—ranging from beaches to volcanic craters and national
parks—with vibrant local traditions and community participation in tourism events. Cultural
festivals, local homestays, and religious heritage form a strong basis for the region’s tourism
identity. Official documents indicate that Banyuwangi has received multiple national awards for
its tourism innovation and commitment to sustainability.

The elaboration of data confirms that Banyuwangi’s tourism model successfully
integrates cultural heritage and modern destination management. Government-led events such as
GandrungSewu demonstrate how traditional culture can be positioned as a tourism asset.
Tourists expressed that their experience in Banyuwangi felt both authentic and spiritually
enriching due to the strong community-based atmosphere. Promotional materials further
reinforce this by framing cultural and environmental narratives as essential parts of the tourism
experience.The link between the above findings and the central research issue shows that
Banyuwangi’s strong local identity is highly compatible with the development of halal tourism.
The coexistence of religious values and environmental stewardship aligns well with global halal
tourism trends. However, there is a need to transform these cultural and natural strengths into
structured services that meet halal tourism standards.

Field data revealed that Banyuwangi possesses abundant natural and cultural assets
suitable for halal tourism development. Observations and documentation showed community
efforts in environmental conservation, such as managing protected forests, maintaining local
water bodies, and implementing sustainable waste systems. Meanwhile, living traditions such as
Seblang rituals, Gandrung dances, and Osing village architecture form a cultural foundation that
continues to thrive and attract tourist interest. Documentation confirms that these preservation
efforts are driven by community values and collective identity.

Further analysis of the data indicates that natural and cultural potential in Banyuwangi
serves not only as visual attractions but also as platforms for education and spiritual engagement.
Community members see conservation as an extension of their identity rather than a tourism
commodity. Observational data show that visitors are drawn to immersive cultural experiences
and environmentally friendly destinations. Documentation supports this by depicting meaningful
interactions between tourists and local practices.The relationship between Banyuwangi local
potential and the research problem highlights a strong synergy. These natural and cultural
elements are not only tourist attractions but also the foundations for building a halal tourism
model that honors both Islamic principles and local wisdom. The evidence supports the
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proposition that Banyuwangi is ready both in resource and community orientation to emerge as a
model for halal tourism in Indonesia.

Discussion

The research reveals that Banyuwangi possesses an unexpectedly advanced foundation
for developing halal tourism, despite lacking formal designation as a halal destination. This
foundation does not emerge from structured regulatory frameworks but rather from organically
embedded Islamic values in local traditions and practices. The findings illustrate how religious
sensitivity, combined with cultural authenticity and environmental consciousness, has informally
shaped tourism practices that align with halal principles. Such organically grown models
challenge the conventional notion that halal tourism must always be constructed from top-down
institutional frameworks.Compared to existing studies, such as those by (Madnasir&Cahyani,
2024), which focus heavily on economic benefits and formal infrastructure, this study highlights
the critical role of local culture and grassroots participation in shaping halal tourism models.
While prior research in Lombok emphasized regulation and branding (Firdausi et al., 2017), this
study offers a more nuanced understanding of cultural integration as a strength. It shows that
halal tourism can thrive when rooted in indigenous knowledge systems and that local identity can
serve as an anchor for religious tourism strategies, creating models that are both ethical and
contextually relevant.

These findings affirm that halal tourism is not merely an economic label but a holistic
approach to travel that resonates with spiritual, cultural, and environmental consciousness. In
Banyuwangicase, tourism is becoming a medium through which cultural preservation and
Islamic values are simultaneously upheld and shared. Communities find meaningful engagement
through tourism activities that validate their traditions and empower them economically. This
dual impact spiritual enrichment and local empowerment demonstrates that halal tourism has
broader societal value, particularly when approached through a participatory and localized lens.
The study’s results carry strategic implications for policymakers, industry actors, and scholars.
For regional governments, it provides a basis to develop policies that formally recognize and
support grassroots halal tourism efforts. For businesses, it suggests opportunities to tailor tourism
services that are not only compliant with Sharia but also embedded in local wisdom. For
academic discourse, it expands the theoretical landscape of halal tourism by introducing the
concept of bottom up halal where religious values emerge through lived community practices,
not just institutional directives (Danarta et al., 2024).

The emergence of these findings can be attributed to the unique sociocultural dynamics
of Banyuwangi, where religious beliefs are deeply intertwined with everyday life and
environmental stewardship. The active role of local government in cultural preservation and
community tourism programming has also created fertile ground for halal tourism to evolve
naturally. However, limited public literacy on halal standards and the absence of structured
certification mechanisms have hindered the formalization of this potential. These constraints
align with challenges identified by (Purwandani& Yusuf, 2021), who noted that local culture
must be taken into account when implementing national halal tourism policies.

Building on the findings, strategic actions should include drafting region-specific halal
tourism regulations that respect cultural uniqueness, enhancing stakeholder capacity through
training on halal principles, and facilitating certification processes for local businesses.
Collaborative efforts between government bodies, academia, and community leaders are
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essential to ensure sustainable implementation. It is also critical to integrate digital tools and
localized promotional strategies to enhance destination visibility. Such actions would not only
institutionalize halal tourism practices in Banyuwangi but also offer a replicable model for other
culturally rich regions (Pasarela et al., 2022).

Conclusion

One of the most significant findings of this investigation is that, in the absence of an
official classification as a halal tourism in Banyuwangi has organically developed many of the
essential features of halal tourism. These developments are not driven by top-down regulations
but instead emerge from community practices rooted in Islamic values and cultural traditions.
This phenomenon challenges the conventional assumption that halal tourism requires
institutional frameworks to take shape. Instead, it demonstrates that religious tourism can evolve
naturally through localized initiatives that are culturally embedded and socially sustainable.This
study contributes both theoretically and practically to the field of halal tourism. Theoretically, it
introduces a new perspective by emphasizing the role of local wisdom and cultural identity in
shaping halal tourism models an area often overlooked in conventional literature that focuses
primarily on compliance and infrastructure.

Practically, the research offers a context-specific framework for regional governments,
tourism stakeholders, and local communities to develop halal tourism initiatives that are
authentic, participatory, and adaptable. The integrated approach of combining Sharia principles
with environmental and cultural sustainability provides a replicable model for other emerging
destinations.While this research provides rich insights, it is limited by its focus on a single
geographical area Banyuwangimaking it less generalizable to broader national contexts.
However, this focus opens valuable opportunities for future comparative studies across regions
with similar socio-cultural profiles. Additionally, areas such as the digitalization of halal services
and the perspectives of non-Muslim tourists on halal tourism remain unexplored and represent
important directions for future inquiry. Such extensions would further strengthen the theoretical
and practical relevance of halal tourism in diverse settings.
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