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Abstract 

 

Education is considered one of the primary values in Islam, with special emphasis on 

intellectual development. The concept of Ulu al-Albab, literally meaning "those who possess 

understanding," is frequently mentioned in the Qur'an as a symbol of wisdom and profound 

comprehension. This concept underscores the importance of intellectual education within the 

Islamic framework. This paper aims to analyze the verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab in the 

context of intellectual education in Islam. By utilizing classical Qur'anic exegesis, particularly 

the tafsir of Al-Maraghi, this research seeks to uncover deeper meanings of the Ulu al-Albab 

concept and its implications for education. This qualitative research employs a library research 

approach, gathering data from primary sources such as the Qur'an and Al-Maraghi's tafsir, and 

secondary sources including books, journals, and scholarly articles. Data analysis is conducted 

using content analysis techniques, categorizing and interpreting themes to understand the 

implications of Ulu al-Albab on intellectual education. The findings reveal that the concept of 

Ulu al-Albab emphasizes deep understanding, critical thinking, and moral integrity. Education 

in Islam, as depicted in these verses, should integrate intellectual and spiritual development, 

shaping individuals who are wise and ethical. The study confirms the importance of 

incorporating these principles into modern education systems to foster holistic development. 

The research suggests integrating spiritual and moral values into academic curricula, 

emphasizing the development of critical and analytical thinking skills, and providing adequate 

training for educators to implement these principles effectively. Further research is needed to 

explore the application of the Ulu al-Albab concept in various educational contexts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is considered one of the primary values in Islam, with special 

emphasis on intellectual development. Since the time of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 

Muslims have been encouraged to seek knowledge and develop their understanding of 

the world, both in spiritual and material aspects. The Qur'an, as the primary source of 

Islamic teachings, contains many verses urging its followers to use their intellect and 

think critically (Nasr, 2006). One of the important concepts repeatedly mentioned in the 

Qur'an is Ulu al-Albab, which literally means "those who possess understanding" 

(Izutsu, 1966). This concept refers not only to intelligent individuals but also to those 

who are wise and have a profound understanding of religious teachings and life (Al-

Attas, 1980). 

Historically, many Muslim scholars and intellectuals have developed a rich 

intellectual tradition inspired by the Qur'an. Education in the Islamic world has 

produced various disciplines such as theology, philosophy, science, and humanities, all 

rooted in the Qur'anic encouragement to think and reflect (Rosenthal, 1970). Therefore, 

it is important to understand how the Qur'an views intellectual education and how the 

concept of Ulu al-Albab is applied in this context (Al-Faruqi, 1982). 

This paper aims to analyze the verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab in the context of 

intellectual education in Islam. By using the classical Qur'anic exegesis approach, 

particularly the tafsir of Al-Maraghi, this research seeks to uncover deeper meanings of 

the Ulu al-Albab concept and its implications for education (Al-Maraghi, 1946). This 

research will identify how these verses can serve as a foundation for developing 

education systems that focus not only on knowledge acquisition but also on the 

development of critical and analytical thinking skills (Gutas, 2005). Additionally, this 

paper aims to highlight the relevance of Qur'anic teachings in the modern educational 

context and how these principles can be applied in contemporary education systems to 

create individuals who are not only intelligent but also wise and of high integrity (Nasr, 

1987). 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

Intellectual Education in Islam. 

Intellectual education in Islam encompasses not only the transfer of knowledge 

but also the development of character and critical thinking skills. According to several 

literatures, education in Islam aims to form individuals balanced in spiritual, 
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intellectual, and moral aspects (Al-Attas, 1980). Since the classical period, the Islamic 

intellectual tradition has encouraged the study of knowledge and philosophy, reflected 

in the works of figures such as Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Al-Ghazali (Rosenthal, 1970). 

They emphasized the importance of reason ('aql) and reflection (tafakkur) in achieving a 

deep understanding of God and His creation (Gutas, 2005). Intellectual education also 

involves understanding sacred texts and the ability to apply religious principles in daily 

life. This education emphasizes the synergy between knowledge and faith, and the 

development of analytical and creative abilities consistent with Islamic values (Nasr, 

1987).  

The Concept of Ulu al-Albab Verses 

The verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab in the Qur'an describe people who have 

deep understanding and are capable of reflecting on the signs of God's greatness. Ulu al-

Albab is often mentioned in the context of reminding humanity to use their intellect in 

understanding divine revelations and the world around them (Izutsu, 1966). This 

concept highlights the importance of critical and reflective thinking in Islam. Key verses 

mentioning Ulu al-Albab, such as in Surah Al-Baqarah (2:269), Ali Imran (3:7), and 

Az-Zumar (39:9), depict the characteristics of those who have profound understanding 

and how they use their knowledge to achieve wisdom and piety (Nasr, 2006). Tafsir 

literature often explains that Ulu al-Albab are individuals who are not only intelligent 

but also possess deep spiritual understanding and are able to integrate knowledge with 

their faith (Al-Attas, 1980).  

Tafsir Al-Maraghi 

Tafsir Al-Maraghi is one of the classical Qur'anic exegeses compiled by Ahmad 

Mustafa Al-Maraghi. This tafsir is known for its comprehensive and analytical approach 

in explaining Qur'anic verses (Al-Maraghi, 1946). Al-Maraghi uses both the tafsir bil 

ma'tsur (interpretation based on transmitted reports) and tafsir bil ra'yi (interpretation 

based on independent reasoning) methods to provide a deep understanding of sacred 

texts. In his exegesis, Al-Maraghi often relates Qur'anic verses to historical, linguistic, 

and social contexts, providing interpretations relevant to the development of knowledge 

and thought of his time (Nasr, 1987). This tafsir has become an important reference for 

many Muslim scholars in understanding and studying the Qur'an, including verses 

mentioning Ulu al-Albab. Through Al-Maraghi's tafsir, we can gain richer insights into 
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how concepts such as Ulu al-Albab are understood and applied in the context of 

intellectual education in Islam (Izutsu, 1966). 

RESEARCH METHOD 

In this study, the method used is qualitative research with a library research 

approach. This approach is suitable for analyzing Qur'anic texts and classical tafsir, as 

well as other relevant literature related to the research topic (Creswell, 2014). This 

research falls under the category of library research, which aims to collect and analyze 

information from written sources (George, 2008). This library research focuses on 

collecting data from the Qur'an, classical Qur'anic exegesis, especially Al-Maraghi's 

tafsir, and secondary literature discussing intellectual education in Islam and the concept 

of Ulu al-Albab (Zarkasyi, 2015). This method allows researchers to conduct in-depth 

analysis of relevant texts and develop a comprehensive theoretical understanding 

(Krippendorff, 2018).  

The data collection process involves searching literature through libraries, 

academic databases, and reputable online sources (Bryman, 2012). All collected data is 

then organized and categorized based on its relevance to the research topic (Neuman, 

2014). The collected data is analyzed using content analysis techniques (Hsieh & 

Shannon, 2005). The steps of analysis include, Identifying Themes, Identifying main 

themes that emerge from Qur'anic verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab and related tafsir by 

Al-Maraghi (Flick, 2014). Categorization, Categorizing data based on identified themes, 

such as the concept of intellectual education, characteristics of Ulu al-Albab, and 

educational implications of these verses (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). Interpretation, 

Conducting in-depth interpretation of the identified themes and categories, referring to 

Al-Maraghi's tafsir and secondary literature. This process involves critical analysis of 

the text's meaning and its relevance in the context of intellectual education in Islam 

(Smith, 2015). 

Primary Data Sources: Qur'anic verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab and Al-

Maraghi's tafsir. These verses are analyzed to understand the concept of Ulu al-Albab 

and its implications for intellectual education (Al-Maraghi, 1946). Secondary Data 

Sources: Literature discussing intellectual education in Islam, other tafsir books, 

scientific articles, journals, and relevant academic writings. These sources are used to 

enrich the analysis and provide a broader context for the research findings (Nasr, 1987; 

Rosenthal, 1970). 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Analysis Results of Ulu al-Albab Verses 

This research identifies and analyzes several verses in the Qur'an that mention 

Ulu al-Albab, using Al-Maraghi's tafsir to explore the meanings and implications of this 

concept. The analyzed verses include Surah Al-Baqarah (2:269), Ali Imran (3:7), Az-

Zumar (39:9), and several others that are relevant (Al-Maraghi, 1946). In Al-Maraghi's 

tafsir, Ulu al-Albab is interpreted as people with sharp intellects, capable of 

contemplating the signs of Allah's greatness, and understanding religious teachings 

deeply. Al-Maraghi emphasizes that Ulu al-Albab are not just knowledgeable people but 

those who can use their intellect to comprehend and apply that knowledge in their daily 

lives. They are wise individuals with high integrity (Nasr, 1987).  

The verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab show that intellectual education in Islam 

emphasizes the importance of deep understanding and critical thinking (Rosenthal, 

1970). For instance, Surah Al-Baqarah (2:269) mentions that Allah grants wisdom to 

whom He wills, and whoever is given wisdom has certainly been given much good. Al-

Maraghi's tafsir explains that this wisdom includes deep knowledge and the ability to 

make wise decisions (Al-Maraghi, 1946). Therefore, education in Islam should develop 

the ability to think critically and analytically, not just memorize information (Zarkasyi, 

2015).  

Education focusing on the concept of Ulu al-Albab teaches students not only to 

accept information but also to reflect and analyze it critically (Smith, 2015). Surah Ali 

Imran (3:190-191) mentions those who reflect on the creation of the heavens and the 

earth and acknowledge the greatness of Allah. Al-Maraghi's tafsir highlights the 

importance of reflection and contemplation in education, teaching students to seek a 

deeper understanding of the world around them and their relationship with the Creator 

(Al-Maraghi, 1946). 

The Relevance of Qur'anic Teachings in the Context of Modern Education 

Modern education often separates knowledge from spiritual values. However, 

the verses mentioning Ulu al-Albab indicate that education in Islam should encompass 

both. Knowledge without wisdom and moral integrity will not produce a whole 

individual. Therefore, the current education system needs to integrate academic 

knowledge with spiritual and ethical values, as exemplified in the concept of Ulu al-

Albab (Nasr, 1987). 
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Besides knowledge, education in Islam also emphasizes character formation. 

Individuals who are Ulu al-Albab are those who possess noble character and integrity. 

This shows that education should aim to form individuals who are not only intelligent 

but also have good character (Rosenthal, 1970). Character education, which includes 

values such as honesty, responsibility, and care for others, should be an integral part of 

the educational curriculum (Al-Attas, 1980). 

The principles contained in the verses of Ulu al-Albab can be applied in the 

current education system in various ways. For example, student-centered teaching can 

encourage them to think critically and analytically. Educational programs that 

emphasize the development of character and moral integrity can help shape individuals 

who are wise and have integrity (Smith, 2015). Additionally, a curriculum that 

integrates academic knowledge with spiritual values can help create a balance between 

knowledge and faith (Rahman, 1982). 

The results of this study confirm that the concept of Ulu al-Albab in the Qur'an 

has significant implications for intellectual education in Islam. Through the analysis of 

Qur'anic verses and Al-Maraghi's tafsir, we can see that education in Islam is not only 

about the acquisition of knowledge but also about developing critical and analytical 

thinking skills and forming good character (Al-Maraghi, 1946). 

This approach is relevant to the challenges faced by the modern education 

system, which often focuses on academic achievement without considering character 

development and moral values. By integrating the principles of Ulu al-Albab into 

modern education, we can create a more holistic and effective education system in 

forming individuals who are intelligent, wise, and have integrity (Halstead, 2004). 

This study also highlights the importance of classical Qur'anic exegesis such as 

Al-Maraghi in understanding and applying the teachings of the Qur'an in the context of 

education. This tafsir provides deep and relevant insights that can be used to enrich 

academic discourse and current educational practices (Saud, 2001). 

DISCUSSION 

This study examines the concept of Ulu al-Albab in the context of intellectual 

education in Islam, using Al-Maraghi's tafsir to understand relevant Qur'anic verses. 

The results of this study are then compared with findings from previous research to 

assess consistency and new contributions that can be made (Al-Maraghi, 1946). 
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Previous research, such as that conducted by Al-Attas (1980) and Rosenthal 

(1970), emphasized that education in Islam includes the development of both intellect 

and heart. They noted that intellectual education in Islam should integrate knowledge 

and spiritual values. This study confirms these findings by highlighting the importance 

of critical and analytical thinking abilities reflected in the concept of Ulu al-Albab. Al-

Maraghi's tafsir adds a new dimension by providing an in-depth interpretation of how 

the Qur'an guides Muslims to use their intellect in understanding the world and religious 

teachings (Al-Maraghi, 1946; Al-Attas, 1980; Rosenthal, 1970). 

Some previous studies, such as Izutsu (1966), emphasized that Ulu al-Albab are 

those who have deep understanding and wisdom. This study finds consistency with that 

view and adds that Al-Maraghi associates Ulu al-Albab with reflective and critical 

abilities. The analyzed Qur'anic verses show that Ulu al-Albab are ideal models for 

Muslims in the pursuit of knowledge and wisdom (Izutsu, 1966; Al-Maraghi, 1946). 

Research conducted by Nasr (1987) and Al-Faruqi (1982) suggests that modern 

education should integrate Islamic values to form balanced individuals in both spiritual 

and intellectual aspects. The findings of this study align with that view, showing that the 

principles of Ulu al-Albab can be applied in the current education system to develop 

critical and analytical thinking abilities, as well as to form good character. Al-Maraghi's 

tafsir provides a strong foundation for this integration, demonstrating the relevance of 

Qur'anic teachings in the context of contemporary education (Nasr, 1987; Al-Faruqi, 

1982; Al-Maraghi, 1946). 

This study offers a more comprehensive analysis using Al-Maraghi's tafsir, 

which has not been extensively discussed in previous research related to the concept of 

Ulu al-Albab. Al-Maraghi's tafsir provides additional deep insights into how Qur'anic 

verses can be interpreted and applied in the context of intellectual education (Al-

Maraghi, 1946). 

This study emphasizes that intellectual education in Islam should focus on 

developing critical and analytical thinking abilities, not just the acquisition of 

knowledge. This extends previous findings, which were more general, by providing 

concrete examples from Qur'anic verses and Al-Maraghi's tafsir on how these abilities 

can be developed (Al-Maraghi, 1946; Al-Attas, 1980; Rosenthal, 1970). 

In addition to confirming the relevance of Ulu al-Albab principles in modern 

education, this study offers practical guidance on integrating these principles into the 



8 | Nur Firdaw Buerahen, Syarifah     

Vol. 10, No. 1, May 2024  

current educational curriculum. This includes student-centered teaching approaches, 

character development, and the integration of spiritual values with academic knowledge 

(Nasr, 1987; Al-Faruqi, 1982). 

This study strengthens and extends previous findings on intellectual education in 

Islam and the concept of Ulu al-Albab. By using Al-Maraghi's tafsir, this study provides 

a deeper and more contextual understanding of how the Qur'an guides intellectual and 

character development. The new contribution of this study lies in its practical emphasis 

on developing critical and analytical thinking abilities and its relevance in the context of 

modern education. Thus, this study not only enriches academic discourse but also offers 

practical guidance for educators in applying Islamic educational principles in 

contemporary education systems (Al-Maraghi, 1946). 

CONCLUSION 

The results of this study indicate that the concept of Ulu al-Albab has significant 

implications for intellectual education, emphasizing the importance of developing 

critical and analytical thinking skills, as well as character formation. This study 

successfully identified and analyzed several verses that mention Ulu al-Albab, such as 

Surah Al-Baqarah (2:269), Ali Imran (3:7), and Az-Zumar (39:9). Through Al-

Maraghi's tafsir, it was found that Ulu al-Albab are individuals who possess deep 

understanding, wisdom, and the ability to reflect on the signs of Allah's greatness. They 

not only have knowledge but also the ability to think critically and reflectively. 

These verses show that education in Islam does not solely focus on the 

acquisition of knowledge but also on the development of critical and analytical thinking 

skills. Al-Maraghi's tafsir reinforces this view by emphasizing the importance of 

hikmah (wisdom) and reflection in education. Education based on the concept of Ulu al-

Albab aims to form individuals who are not only intelligent but also wise and possess 

integrity. The principles contained in the concept of Ulu al-Albab are relevant to be 

applied in the modern education system. Integrative education, which combines 

academic knowledge with spiritual and moral values, can help shape balanced and 

holistic individuals. Al-Maraghi's tafsir provides practical guidance for applying these 

principles in contemporary education contexts. 

The current education system should integrate spiritual and moral values into the 

academic curriculum. This can be achieved through teaching that focuses on character 

development, such as honesty, responsibility, and empathy, in addition to academic 
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knowledge. Educational institutions need to emphasize the development of critical and 

analytical thinking skills. Interactive and student-centered teaching methods, such as 

discussions, debates, and problem-solving, can help students to think more critically and 

reflectively. Teachers and educators should receive adequate training to integrate 

Islamic educational principles into their teaching. This training should include effective 

teaching methods for developing students' intellectual and moral abilities.  

Further research is needed to delve deeper into the application of the concept of 

Ulu al-Albab in various educational contexts, including formal and non-formal 

education. This research can also explore how this concept can be applied in various 

disciplines. 
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