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Abstract 

 

Differentiated learning has emerged as a critical approach to addressing the diverse 

learning styles of students. In Islamic education, the need for tailored educational 

strategies is paramount to achieve holistic development encompassing academic, moral, 

and spiritual aspects. This research aims to explore the concept of differentiated 

learning and its implementation in Islamic education, focusing on the impact of 

different learning styles on student outcomes. This study employs a qualitative approach 

through library research. Data collection involved comprehensive literature review from 

books, journal articles, theses, and dissertations. The data were analyzed using thematic 

content analysis to identify patterns and themes related to differentiated learning and its 

application in Islamic education. The findings reveal that recognizing and 

accommodating diverse learning styles—visual, auditory, and kinesthetic—through 

differentiated instruction significantly enhances student engagement and academic 

performance. Implementing differentiated learning strategies in Islamic education 

supports the development of well-rounded individuals. However, challenges such as 

limited resources and the need for teacher training must be addressed. Educators in 

Islamic schools should receive adequate training in differentiated instruction techniques. 

Curriculum development should incorporate flexibility to cater to different learning 

styles. Further research is needed to explore effective strategies and best practices for 

implementing differentiated learning in Islamic education contexts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is a fundamental aspect of individual and societal development. In the 

context of Islamic education, the role of education is not limited to knowledge transfer 

but also includes character and moral formation in line with Islamic teachings (Al-

Ghazali, 2000). However, a challenge often faced by educators is the diversity of 

students' learning styles. Each student has unique learning preferences, such as visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic, which affect how they receive and process information. These 

learning style differences can significantly impact students' learning outcomes if not 

adequately accommodated (Fleming, 2001). 

Previous research has shown that the implementation of uniform and inflexible 

teaching methods often ignores the individual needs of students, thereby hindering their 

maximum potential (Dunn & Dunn, 1978). In Islamic education, where the primary goal 

is to create holistic and balanced individuals in academic and spiritual aspects, it is 

essential to develop more adaptive and responsive learning approaches to diverse 

student needs. One approach that has begun to gain attention in efforts to improve 

educational quality is differentiated learning (Tomlinson, 2001). 

Differentiated learning is a teaching approach that adjusts methods, materials, 

and learning environments based on individual students' needs, interests, and abilities. 

By applying differentiated learning strategies, each student is expected to learn 

according to their style and pace, thereby optimizing learning outcomes (Armstrong, 

2009). In the context of Islamic education, differentiated learning can be an effective 

tool to support classroom diversity and ensure that each student has an equal 

opportunity to develop (Idris, 2020). 

This research aims to explore and reveal the concept of differentiated learning 

and its implementation in Islamic education. Specifically, the objective of this study is 

to identify various student learning styles, such as visual, auditory, and kinesthetic, and 

how these differences affect learning outcomes. An in-depth understanding of these 

different learning styles is crucial for designing effective and appropriate teaching 

strategies. Additionally, this research aims to delve deeper into the concept of 

differentiated learning, including the underlying basic principles and the strategies used 

in its implementation. This includes ways in which lesson materials, teaching methods, 

and learning environments can be adapted to meet individual student needs 

Furthermore, this research aims to explore how differentiated learning can be 
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implemented in Islamic education. This includes a review of best practices and 

challenges faced in the application of this strategy in Islamic schools. The goal is to 

provide recommendations that can assist Islamic educators in adopting and effectively 

implementing differentiated learning. 

Through this research, it is hoped to gain a more comprehensive insight into the 

benefits and challenges of differentiated learning in the context of Islamic education. 

The results of this study are expected to contribute positively to efforts to improve the 

quality of Islamic education by providing a more inclusive and adaptive learning 

approach, so that each student can reach their maximum potential in both academic and 

spiritual aspects. 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

Students' Learning Styles  

Learning style refers to the way individuals gather, process, and interpret 

information. According to the theory of learning styles, each individual has certain 

preferences in receiving and processing information, which can be categorized into 

several main types. First, Visual (Sight): Students with a visual learning style prefer 

learning through images, graphics, diagrams, and other visual materials. They tend to 

understand and remember information presented in visual form more easily. Second, 

Auditory (Hearing): Auditory learners are more effective at learning through listening. 

They better understand information through lectures, discussions, and audio materials. 

Third, Kinesthetic (Movement): Kinesthetic learners prefer learning through physical 

activities. They learn best through hands-on practice, manipulating objects, and 

activities involving physical movement (Fleming, 2001). 

Research shows that recognizing and utilizing students' learning styles can 

enhance teaching effectiveness and learning outcomes. For example, Dunn and Dunn 

(1978) emphasized the importance of adjusting teaching methods to students' learning 

styles to maximize learning outcomes. In the context of Islamic education, 

understanding and accommodating different learning styles can help educators create an 

inclusive and effective learning environment  

The Concept of Differentiated Learning  

Differentiated learning is a teaching approach that adjusts content, process, 

product, and learning environment based on individual students' needs, interests, and 

abilities. According to Tomlinson, differentiated learning aims to ensure that all 
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students, regardless of differences in ability and learning style, have the same 

opportunity to learn and grow. Differentiated learning involves several key strategies 

(Tomlinson, 2001).  

First, Content Adjustment: Providing varied instructional materials to meet 

individual student needs. This can include variations in the difficulty level of the 

material or the way information is presented. Second, Process Adjustment: Using 

various teaching methods to help students process information. This can include group 

discussions, independent learning, or the use of technology. Third, Product Adjustment: 

Allowing students to demonstrate their understanding through various forms of 

products, such as projects, essays, presentations, or experiments. Fourth, Environment 

Adjustment: Arranging the learning environment to meet students' needs, such as 

seating arrangements, the use of open spaces, or the provision of special learning aids 

(Tomlinson, 2001). 

Differentiated learning emphasizes the importance of flexibility in teaching and 

sensitivity to individual student differences. In Islamic education, the implementation of 

differentiated learning can help educators meet the holistic educational goals, which 

include the academic, moral, and spiritual development of students. 

Implementation of Differentiated Learning in Islamic Education 

The implementation of differentiated learning in Islamic education requires a 

deep understanding of the basic principles of Islamic education and how these principles 

can be integrated with differentiated learning strategies. Islamic education aims to form 

individuals who are faithful, morally upright, and knowledgeable. This holistic 

approach aligns with the goals of differentiated learning, which seeks to meet the 

comprehensive needs of individual students (Al-Ghazali, 2000). 

Several case studies and research have shown that differentiated learning can be 

successfully applied in Islamic education with positive results. For example, research by 

Abdurrahman and Idris indicated that Islamic schools implementing differentiated 

learning strategies successfully increased student participation and academic 

achievement. They used a project-based approach, grouped students based on interests 

and abilities, and adjusted instructional materials to create a more dynamic and 

inclusive learning environment (Abdurrahman & Idris, 2019). 

The main challenges in implementing differentiated learning in Islamic 

education include limited resources, lack of teacher training, and resistance to changing 
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traditional teaching methods. However, with the right commitment and support, these 

challenges can be overcome. Research shows that with adequate training and support 

from school administration, teachers can develop the skills and confidence to effectively 

implement differentiated learning strategies. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This study is a qualitative research with a library research approach. Library 

research is a research method that uses relevant literature as the primary source of data 

and information (Creswell, 2014). In this context, qualitative research is used to explore 

and understand the concept of differentiated learning and its implementation in Islamic 

education through the analysis of existing literature. This approach is suitable because it 

allows researchers to gather various perspectives and findings from previous studies and 

identify best practices that can be applied (Bowen, 2009). 

Data collection techniques in this study were carried out through the following 

steps: Literature Collection: Identifying and collecting relevant literature, including 

books, journal articles, theses, dissertations, and other documents that discuss learning 

styles, differentiated learning, and Islamic education (Merriam, 2009). This process 

involves searching academic databases, libraries, and trusted online sources. Literature 

Review: Conducting a review of selected literature to gain a deep understanding of the 

researched topic. This review includes analyzing concepts, theories, empirical findings, 

and practical implementations reported in the literature (Hart, 2018). Documentation: 

Recording important information from the reviewed literature, including research 

methods, results, and conclusions relevant to the research topic. This documentation is 

used to build a theoretical framework and support data analysis (Fink, 2019). 

The data analysis technique in this study was carried out using a qualitative 

content analysis approach (Krippendorff, 2018). Data analysis steps include: Data 

Organization: Organizing the data collected from the literature, including grouping data 

by themes or categories relevant to the research questions (Miles, Huberman, & 

Saldana, 2014). Coding: Assigning codes to the grouped data to facilitate the 

identification of main themes and sub-themes emerging from the literature (Saldana, 

2015). Thematic Analysis: Conducting thematic analysis to identify patterns, themes, 

and relationships between themes emerging from the coded data. This analysis helps 

integrate findings from various literature sources and develop a comprehensive 

understanding of the concept of differentiated learning and its implementation in 
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Islamic education (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Synthesis and Interpretation: Synthesizing 

and interpreting the findings from the thematic analysis to answer the research 

questions. This process involves drawing conclusions based on the evidence found in 

the literature and providing recommendations based on the research findings (Patton, 

2015). 

The data sources in this study consist of primary and secondary data obtained 

from relevant literature: Primary Data: Primary data in this study are empirical findings 

reported in previous studies on differentiated learning and Islamic education (Gay, 

Mills, & Airasian, 2012). This data includes field research results, case studies, and best 

practice reports documented by other researchers (Yusuf & Abdullah, 2018). Secondary 

Data: Secondary data includes theoretical information, concepts, and analyses from 

existing literature, such as textbooks, journal articles, theses, dissertations, and other 

academic documents discussing the research topic (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2018). 

This secondary data is used to build a theoretical framework and support the analysis of 

empirical findings from primary data (Fink, 2019). 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Identifying Differences in Student Learning Styles 

This study identifies that students possess various unique learning styles: visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic. Visual learners tend to understand and retain information 

through images, diagrams, and other visual materials. They often require explanations 

supplemented with visualizations to fully grasp the concepts being taught. Auditory 

learners, on the other hand, learn more effectively through listening. They can more 

easily capture information from lectures, discussions, and audio materials. Kinesthetic 

learners learn best through hands-on practice and physical activities. They need physical 

involvement in the learning process, such as through experiments or manipulating 

objects.  

The analysis results show that ignoring these differences in learning styles can 

lead to gaps in learning outcomes. Students who do not learn according to their 

preferred learning styles tend to have difficulty understanding the material and exhibit 

lower academic performance. In the context of Islamic education, this emphasizes the 

importance of recognizing and adjusting to different learning styles to create an 

inclusive and effective learning environment. 

The Concept of Differentiated Learning 
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Differentiated learning is a teaching strategy designed to accommodate the 

individual learning needs of students. Literature analysis reveals that differentiated 

learning encompasses several key principles, including adjustments in content, process, 

product, and learning environment. Content adjustment involves providing varied 

learning materials according to students' ability levels and interests. Process adjustment 

includes using various teaching methods to help students process information. Product 

adjustment allows students to demonstrate their understanding through various forms, 

such as projects, essays, or presentations. Finally, learning environment adjustment 

involves arranging the physical and learning atmosphere to support the individual needs 

of students. 

Differentiated learning not only improves learning outcomes but also enhances 

student engagement and motivation. By paying attention to individual needs and 

potential, students feel more valued and motivated to learn. These principles are highly 

relevant in Islamic education, where the goal is to develop holistic individuals 

encompassing academic, spiritual, and moral aspects. 

Implementation of Differentiated Learning in Islamic Education 

The implementation of differentiated learning in Islamic education shows 

positive results. Literature studies reveal that Islamic schools applying differentiated 

learning strategies successfully increase student participation and learning outcomes. 

Successful implementations include using project-based approaches, grouping students 

based on interests and abilities, and adjusting learning materials to create a more 

dynamic and inclusive learning environment.  

For example, research by Abdurrahman and Idris (2019) shows that project-

based learning in Islamic schools allows students to learn in more engaging and 

meaningful ways. Students can choose projects that align with their interests and 

learning styles, which in turn enhances motivation and learning outcomes. Additionally, 

grouping students based on abilities allows educators to provide more focused and 

specialized attention, helping to address gaps in understanding and academic 

achievement. 

However, the implementation of differentiated learning also faces challenges. 

One of the main challenges is the limitation of resources, including the time and 

teaching materials needed to adjust learning. Moreover, the lack of teacher training and 

expertise in applying differentiation strategies can be a barrier. Therefore, adequate 
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support and training are necessary for educators to develop effective skills and strategies 

in implementing differentiated learning. 

The results of this study indicate that differentiated learning is an effective 

approach to accommodating differences in student learning styles and improving 

learning outcomes. In the context of Islamic education, the implementation of 

differentiated learning can help create a more inclusive and adaptive learning 

environment, in line with the goals of Islamic education to shape knowledgeable and 

virtuous individuals. Successful implementation requires adequate support, including 

teacher training and sufficient resources. Further research is needed to explore the best 

strategies and effective implementation practices in Islamic education. 

DISCUSSION 

The results of this study align with previous research findings that show 

differentiated learning can enhance student learning outcomes. For example, research by 

Tomlinson (2001) emphasizes the importance of tailoring teaching methods to students' 

learning styles to maximize learning outcomes (Tomlinson, 2001). These findings are 

supported by the study of Abdurrahman and Idris (2019), which demonstrates that 

Islamic schools implementing differentiated learning strategies successfully increased 

student participation and academic achievement (Abdurrahman & Idris, 2019).  

Furthermore, this study also found that ignoring differences in learning styles 

can lead to gaps in learning outcomes. This is consistent with the findings of Dunn and 

Dunn (1978), which show that students who learn in ways not aligned with their 

learning styles tend to have difficulties understanding the material and exhibit lower 

academic performance (Dunn & Dunn, 1978). These findings reinforce the argument 

that differentiated learning is not only important but essential for creating an inclusive 

and effective learning environment. 

This study's results also align with theories proposed by educational experts. 

According to the learning styles theory developed by Fleming (2001), individuals have 

different learning preferences, such as visual, auditory, and kinesthetic (Fleming, 2001). 

This study found that recognizing and adjusting to different learning styles can enhance 

teaching effectiveness and student learning outcomes, supporting Fleming's theory. 

Moreover, the theory of differentiated learning by Tomlinson (2001) states that 

differentiated learning involves adjusting content, process, product, and learning 

environment to meet individual student needs (Tomlinson, 2001). This study's results 
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show that applying differentiated learning strategies, such as adjusting learning 

materials and using various teaching methods, can increase student motivation and 

learning outcomes. These findings support Tomlinson's theory and underscore the 

importance of flexibility in teaching to accommodate individual differences. 

In the context of Islamic education, the holistic education theory proposed by 

Al-Ghazali emphasizes the importance of developing students' academic, moral, and 

spiritual aspects in a balanced manner (Al-Ghazali). This study's results show that 

differentiated learning can help achieve this goal by accommodating different learning 

needs and creating a more inclusive learning environment. This indicates that 

differentiated learning is not only relevant in general education but also crucial in 

Islamic education for shaping holistic individuals. 

The findings of this study have several important implications for educational 

practice. First, educators in Islamic schools need adequate training on differentiated 

learning strategies to implement them effectively. Second, the Islamic education 

curriculum needs to be developed to be more flexible and able to accommodate 

differences in students' learning styles. Third, support from school administration and 

the provision of sufficient resources are needed to support the implementation of 

differentiated learning. 

Additionally, these findings indicate that further research is needed to explore 

the best strategies and effective implementation practices in Islamic education. Future 

research can focus on long-term evaluations of the effectiveness of differentiated 

learning and the development of more adaptive and responsive learning models to meet 

students' needs. 

Overall, the results of this study are consistent with previous research findings 

and existing educational theories. Differentiated learning is proven to be an effective 

approach to enhancing learning outcomes by accommodating differences in students' 

learning styles. In the context of Islamic education, the implementation of differentiated 

learning can help achieve holistic educational goals encompassing students' academic, 

moral, and spiritual aspects. Adequate support and further research are needed to ensure 

the successful implementation of differentiated learning in Islamic schools. 

CONCLUSION 

The results of this study show that students' learning styles, such as visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic, play a crucial role in determining the effectiveness of the 
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learning process. Ignoring differences in learning styles can lead to gaps in learning 

outcomes. Differentiated learning, which includes adjustments to content, process, 

product, and learning environment, has proven effective in accommodating individual 

student needs. Implementing these strategies in Islamic education has shown positive 

results, such as increased student participation and learning outcomes. This approach 

aligns with the holistic goals of Islamic education, encompassing the development of 

students' academic, moral, and spiritual aspects. 

This research makes a significant contribution to educational practice, 

particularly in the context of Islamic education. Educators in Islamic schools need 

adequate training on differentiated learning strategies to implement them effectively. 

The Islamic education curriculum also needs to be developed to be more flexible and 

able to accommodate differences in students' learning styles. Support from school 

administration and the provision of sufficient resources are crucial to support the 

implementation of differentiated learning. 

The researchers hope that these findings will encourage educators and 

policymakers to pay more attention to students' learning style differences and adopt 

more inclusive and adaptive learning approaches. Further research is needed to explore 

the best strategies and effective implementation practices in Islamic education. With the 

right commitment and support, differentiated learning can become a powerful tool to 

enhance the quality of education and help students reach their maximum potential. 
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